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disturbance in the rural areas in which the thread of eco-
nomic oppression cannot be distinguished in the tangled
skein of causes"21.
The religious interpretation given to these conflicts may
be upper-most in the minds of the men involved, arising
from the fact that religion is the most obvious or most
emotionalizing distinction between them and the persons
that they are fighting ; or a very obvious distinction supple-
mentary to the economic one. Or, the interpretation may
be implanted in their minds by propagandists intent on
arousing communal antagonism. We shall see, for instance,
that the Muslim League constantly introduces the factor of
economic oppression in its appeals for hatred of Hindils.
Again, the religious interpretation given to the struggles
may occur only in the newspaper accounts that are subse-
quently published, or in the propaganda of the British
Government in its attempts to persuade the rest of the
world and even itself that British rule in India is morally
justified. For example, when the masses in Kashmir rose
against their oppressive and absolutist ruler, in 1931-32,
the trouble was presented to the world as a communal
disturbance, because the inhabitants of Kashmir are mostly
Muslims and the prince and the ruling class are Hindus.
In emphasizing the fact that religion is not the efficient
cause of communal riots, we do not mean to deny that
when it is an accompanying factor it is an exceedingly im-
portant one. Religious passions are highly inflammable, and
emotionally are of great driving force once aroused. Further,
history has many times shown that religion is ready to
excuse atrocities which decent men would hesitate to com-
mit under any other name. Moreover, once a conflict has
started for economic or other reasons and then assumes a
communalist guise, it tends to expand to include innocent
co-religionists of the real enemies. Moreover, it tends to
colour the thinking of the persons involved for all their
other issues. As we have said, once communalism is started,
it is a growing evil. Its psychology is typical mob psychology,
with more than a dash of religious neurosis.